
are the prospects?

"INVESTMENT IN TECHNOLOGY 
IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE
EFFICIENCY AND 
PROFITABILITY OF THE VESSEL"
TO TALK ABOUT MARINE ELECTRONICS AND INNOVATIVE EQUIPMENT FOR NAVIGATION
AND FISHING IS TO TALK ABOUT GRUPO ARBULU. THE HOLDING FOUNDED IN 2009 BY THE

PROMOTERS OF NAUTICAL, HAS BECOME A GLOBAL LEADER THROUGH 9 DIFFERENT
COMPANIES, EACH ONE HIGHLY SPECIALIZED IN ITS RESPECTIVE MARKET NICHES.

IÑAKI ARBULU, CEO OF THE GROUP, EXPLAINS THE KEY.

Made up of nine companies “leaders
in their specialized niche market”,
Grupo Arbulu is an international
reference in the field of technology
and innovation for maritime industries.
Present in more than 23 countries and
with a team of more than 520 people,
the companies that make up the
holding have "a very high degree of
specialization and great experience of
more than 50 years in the naval
industry", explains the CEO of the
Group, Iñaki Arbulu.
We are currently in a leadership
position in the market, and we intend
to keep growing and offering the best
solutions and service to our clients,
wherever they operate," he declared
to IP.
Recently, Grupo Arbulu established in

Greece, Egypt and Angola and
opened new offices in the United
Kingdom through Charity & Taylor,
the British subsidiary of Aage
Hempel Group.

The group companies offer
solutions for different industries
(fishing, mega yachts, shipping). To
what extent are there synergies, or
on the contrary competition,
between Arbulu companies?
The essential principle of Grupo
Arbulu and by which all the
companies of the group abide by is
client orientation. It is always the
client who decides. Our obligation is
to give him our best advice and
support to earn their trust.
Each of the companies of the group

PERSONAL DETAILS

Iñaki Arbulu (Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, 1964) studied Law at the Autonomous
University of Madrid. Later he obtained an MBA at the Instituto de Empresa (IE) in
Madrid. After finishing his university and postgraduate studies, in 1989 he joined
the Nautical family business founded by Luis Arbulu Liz, his father, in 1969.
Together with him, current president of the group, he founded Grupo Arbulu, a
holding company, with the objective of incorporating companies into the group,
always specialized in naval electronics and satellite communications, but in
different market niches. Within the framework of a diversification plan and
together with Francisco Pino he founded Marine Instruments in 2003. It was
followed by Aage Hempel Group in 2008; SMD and e3S in 2012; Navteam in 2014;
Silecmar and Holsat Group in 2019; and Radio Electronic in 2020.

is specialized in different segments and
solutions, but they can indeed compete
in a specific market and in a client, for
example, in a new construction in a
shipyard, or in a fishing or shipping
vessel with similar solutions. The
companies of the group will offer their
best solution and advice to these
clients, in the same competitive market
conditions, and whoever gains their
trust will be the right one to meet their
requirements. This principle of
competitiveness and client orientation
makes us improve all our processes and
definitely contributes to the
improvement of the group's general
results. This criteria is very demanding
for the managers of the companies, but
it guarantees the offering of only the
best to our clients in a competitive way.

This does not prevent us from
developing positive synergies between
the group companies such as
coordinated management of purchases
from some common suppliers,
administrative, legal, and financial
support or even help in certain
operations that benefit the client, such
as technical service or installations.

It is a highly internationalized group,
both in commercial offices and, I
imagine, in clients. How is the group
positioned globally and what are the
prospects?

The naval industry in all its
segments, fishing, shipping,
offshore, mega yachts, etc.is
very international and to have a
leadership position it is essential

for any company to be international as well. At
GRUPO ARBULU we have always had it very
clear, and that means following our clients
wherever they operate. We are currently
present directly in more than 23 countries: in
addition to Spain, we are in Portugal, Malta,
Greece, Cyprus, Denmark, the Netherlands, the
United Kingdom, France, Italy, the United States,
Morocco, Ecuador, Panama, Ivory Coast , South
Africa, Namibia, Kenya, Taiwan, Seychelles,
Mauritius and

Malaysia, and we have recently
established ourselves in Egypt and
Angola. Our standpoint is to keep
growing and offering our best service to
our clients, and we believe that there
are many opportunities in the market,
both for settling in new locations and
ports, and for the incorporation of new
companies into the group.

Group companies, such as Marine
Instruments, are pioneers in innovation,
being one step ahead in detecting new
needs and developing solutions. What
role does innovation have within the
group's companies? How many
resources are dedicated to R&D?

Marine Instruments is an example and
inspiration, I think not only within our
group, in innovation and R&D, and in its
innovative solutions for fisheries
management, improving efficiency and
sustainability of its activity and resources.
In addition to allocating an enormous
amount of talent and financial resources
to R&D - it has more than 40 engineers
from different disciplines and an annual
investment of more than €5M - it is
constantly improving existing products by
for example applying algorithms of
artificial intelligence, such as the M3iGo
satellite buoy, and also in market
diversification, such as the penetration of
the aquaculture market with smart
feeders for shrimp farming, autonomous
solar drones for fishing, security and
defense applications, and software
development for optimized fisheries
management such as MarineView with
prediction of currents and drifts of FADs.

In this sense, what are the trends in 
electronic equipment or connectivity? 
What will we see in the upcoming years?

The electronic equipment and all the
sensors on board are already
interconnected and their management is
carried out on board by the captain or
skipper. This includes all the elements of

Connectivity is now an essential part
of any vessel, and the trend is clearly
one of exponential growth.

Nine leading companies in their
respective specialized niche
markets form Grupo Arbulu.
Nautical is specialized in the
supply of marine electronics
solutions; navigation and
fishing tools; maritime safety;
digitization; and satellite
communications. Marine
Instruments focuses on the
development and manufacture
of innovative solutions for
fisheries; Thalos in satellite
connectivity on fishing vessels
and fisheries management
software solutions; Radio
Electronic in equipment. and
technological solutions on
board of fishing vessels;
Silecmar in custom engineering
for on board management and
fishing operations; and Aage
Hempel Group, Navteam and
SMD in high quality service for
shipping vessels worldwide.
Finally, e3S offers connectivity
and TV for mega yachts. In
2020 the turnover of the group
reached 109 million euros, with
a pre-tax profit of 17 million.



"Our standpoint is
to keep growing
and offering our
best service to our
clients. We believe
that there are a lot
of opportunities"
a vessel, from engines, winches, nets, and
any devices, and the development of
applications and digitization technology
solutions that can be developed is our
activity. And on this work everyday
companies of our group like Nautical,
Marine Instruments and

Thalos with the fishing fleet, to provide
the best solutions for communications
and efficient transmission of data such as
VSAT equipment, Fleet Xpress or Iridium
Certus, o Silecmar with its development
of the first 360º solution for the naval
industry: fleet management Silecloud,
fishing maneuver control Silecred, on-
board process management Silecgest,
the naval digitalization Silecnav,
combined with Krohn instrumentation
and sensors. Also with the new low orbit
satellite constellations, LEOs, which are
launching, and 5G networks on board. All
these solutions that we offer and that
we are developing will allow the
automatization of many processes on
board, improving the integral
management of the vessel and making
possible an autonomous operation and
remote vessel management, including
remote assistance in many of the

equipment on board. And this is all just
beginning.

As for the fishing sector, Grupo Arbulu
recently signed various collaboration
agreements with fishing
organizations, mainly inshore. How is
the relationship with the sector and
what they demand from technology
companies?

Nautical and Marine Instruments, the
two large companies in the group
specialized in the fishing sector, have
been very active in offering solutions
to the inshore fishing sector in Spain,
and thanks to different collaboration
agreements, such as the National
Association of Fishermen's Guilds and
the main associations of the
Cantabrian Northwest (Opacan, Opegui
and Opescaya), the fleet
communicated its concerns and needs.

For Grupo Arbulu is very important to have their
trust and our commitment to the fishing sector, for
many decades, is essential. We are very satisfied
with this collaboration, is allowing us to offer
innovative and technological solutions for this fleet
with the aim of improving its efficiency,
productivity and digitization, in addition to
improving the quality of life on board for the crew.
Is something essential always, but more in current
times.

Technology and R&D are seen as a path to
sustainable fisheries, and also to improve the
efficiency and profitability ratios of the industry.
How does technology help fishing?

And also, allows improvement in the
discrimination of FAD fishing, reducing the
impact of unwanted fishing, an area in which the
Spanish fishing industry is very committed to and
has an unquestionable international leadership.
With our commitment to the fishing sector and
client orientation, we will continue to develop
solutions and technology to comply with many
of these requirements through our group
companies.

It is a direct and very proven help tool for many
years now. Investment in technology by the fishing
fleet is directly related to efficiency and
profitability of the vessel and its exploitation and
also results in a better impact on CO2 emissions,
helping reduce carbon footprint.

Grupo Arbulu will also be present at
Navalia. It is a "must go event", indicates its
CEO. Thus, Nautical and Marine Instruments
will share booth D06,while Aage Hempel
Group will be the stand C17. Silecmar, for its
part, will take advantage of its presence at
the exhibition to present the first 360
solution for the naval industry. In addition,
Grupo Arbulu is one of the sponsors of the VI
edition of the Fine Awards that will recognize
the most outstanding professionals of the
year in the naval industry. "It's quite an event
within the industry. The expectation this
year, after two years of pandemic, it is huge
and ensures a great success”, says Iñaki
Arbulu, who invites industry professionals to
participate in the event.


